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Whitleigh Primary School 
t was with mixed feelings that we said goodbye to Whitleigh Primary School on 
our final day on Thursday 22nd May 2008.  We celebrated the event with a 
Goodbye Fayre.  Every class took part in making goods to be sold.  We were 
joined by Slim Jim, the DJ who played music from the 50s and everyone 

dressed up from that era.  In the morning Mr Butcher, the Director of Campus, held a 
special assembly which welcomed past and present teachers and headteachers (too many 
to mention) and members of the community who had made valued contributions to the 
school over the past 50 years.  In total we successfully raised nearly £1000 for the Friends 
of Whitleigh. 

Following the May half-term holiday teachers had the difficult task of unpacking all their 
classroom resources ready for the start of the new term.  The new building has exceeded 
everyone’s expectations in giving us a vibrant, clean and airy school environment 
bringing education into the 21st Century.  Parents joined their children on the first day to 
tour the new school and celebrate the completion of SAD1.  We are delighted that all the 
Interactive Whiteboards are up and running, allowing classrooms to function and school 
to run as normal.  Despite not having a sports hall or library facilities we look forward to 
SAD2 and working in greater collaboration with Sir John Hunt Community Sports 
College. 

Director of Campus 
John Butcher  

 johnbutcher@whitleigh-pri.plymouth.sch.uk 
Tel:  (01752)  706383 

 

Whitleigh Community 
Primary School 

Sarah-Jane Tustain 
Acting Headteacher 

admin@whitleigh-pri.plymouth.sch.uk 
Tel:  (01752)  706383 

 

Centre for Young Parents 
Liz Salway 
Headteacher 

liz.salway@plymouth.gov.uk 
Tel:  (01752)  237696 

 

Sir John Hunt Community 
Sports College 
Wendy Brett 

Principal 
admin@sirjohnhunt.plymouth.sch.uk 

Tel:  (01752)  201020 
 

Woodlands Community 
Special School 

Andrea Hemmens 
Acting Headteacher 

sprice@woodlands.plymouth.sch.uk 
Tel:  (01752)  300101 

 
Adult Community 

Learning 
John Shanahan 

john.shanahan@plymouth.gov.uk 
Tel:  (01752)  213977 

 

Whitleigh Wise Owls 
Nursery 

Debbie Boughton 
wise-owlsadmin@whitleigh-pri.plymouth.sch.uk 

Tel: (01752)  237694 
 

Whitleigh Children’s 
Centre 

Alison Roberts 
alisonroberts@whitleigh-pri.plymouth.sch.uk 

Tel: (01752)  237691 
_______________________ 

WOOD VIEW LEARNING 
COMMUNITY 

Lancaster Gardens 
Plymouth, Devon 

PL5 4AA 
www.woodviewplymouth.org.uk 

Campus News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

he summer vacation is nearly with us and everyone is ready for a break. 
This has been a challenging year for all of us and in September we will 
return to another very different landscape. Sir John Hunt Community 

Sports College will return to a new environment and will eagerly await the 
opening of the whole campus in early November. It is then that we hope to 
welcome Woodlands students on campus.  

Already you can see that the old primary school is disappearing as demolition 
reaches its final stages and it is a delight to see your children enjoying the new 
learning environments. If you check on the Campus web site you will see a photo 
diary of the build www.woodviewplymouth.org.uk and it seems a long time ago 
when that first photo was taken! 

Whilst all the activity on site seems to have focussed on new buildings our staff 
and students have been challenged with the end of year exam season. Good luck 
to everyone with your results  and I hope your efforts have been rewarded. 

Enjoy your break and we look forward to welcoming you back in September. 
John Butcher 

Director of Campus 

 

Last Day at Whitleigh Primary School First Day at Whitleigh Primary School 



urrently, Whitleigh Primary runs two residential programmes and alternates 
between Arts and Sports themes.  This year was the turn of the Arts programme 
and so on Monday 16th June, the Y5/6s made their way down to St Just in 
Penzance for our Arts residential.  As always, the children were extremely 

excited by the prospect of this new experience, with maybe a few butterflies in stomachs 
for those who had not been so far away from home and family before. 

We arrived at Carnyorth on a beautiful afternoon, just in time for lunch outside - a chance 
to re-fuel before the first activities began. Carnyorth truly is in a stunning setting and we 
were able to make the most of the beautiful environment, with sketching and poetry 
activities for the whole afternoon. A favourite, I think, was lying down in a field of long 
grass hiding from each other and thinking of inspiration for lines to write, this was after we 
learned how to eat stinging nettles safely and sampled another local delicacy: the 
dandelion. The local wildlife, I think, will also remain a vivid picture for many, especially the group for which the attention the local 
horses paid them was a little too much! 

After two nights at the centre and more sketching, poetry, printing, drama and circus skills, everyone had fully exploited their artistic 
skills and it was time to head off for the Eden Project on the journey home.   

The residentials have always provided memorable experiences for both students and staff and this one at Carnyorth certainly lived up to 
expectations. 

 

Many thanks must go to Caroline 
Carpenter and Melanie Coleman who 
organised the visit and also to our 
experienced ‘Art Residential Teaching 
Assistants’ Cath Thurkettle and Lorraine 
Francis without whom, experiences like 
this could not go ahead. 

 

 

Whitleigh Primary School Residential Trip 
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Woodlands School Scoops a Becta ICT Mark! 

 

 

John Butcher 

Director of Campus 

 

hildren at Woodlands are at the forefront of using information and communications 
technology to enhance their work, and that’s official!  Following an extensive external 
assessment we have been awarded the prestigious ICT Mark by Becta, the British 

Education Communications and Technology Agency, the government funded body responsible 
for promoting the use of ICT in Britain’s schools and colleges.  We are the first special school in 
the far south west to gain this award!  The award recognises our school’s success in developing the strategic use of 
ICT in both administration and across the curriculum. Parents will have proof that their children are attending a 
school at the forefront of modern technology. 

The ICT mark assessment covers all aspects of ICT including the resources you use,  how they are used and how 
you maximise staff abilities to best support pupils.  At Woodlands, we are now paving the way for ICT use with 
people with physical disabilities and it is great to have our skills recognised nationally.  The assessor who came from 
Becta was very impressed with our ICT outreach services, our use of early intervention for pupils who have 
difficulties accessing ICT and the ‘can do’ approach that everyone takes to ICT at Woodlands. 

Other areas of our practice that were noted as outstanding were our creative and opportunist use of ICT to support 
learning and beyond school including parent training.  She felt that ICT is used as a driver for learning at Woodlands 
and that our pupil’s severe disabilities are not seen as obstacles as there is extensive use of ICT for access.  She also 
felt we had well informed, involved governors & parents and that as a result there was a very clear impact of ICT on 
life-chances of learners. 

We are thrilled to achieve the award and it marks a long journey from being unsatisfactory in ICT in 2004.  On the 
strength of what she observed,  she has also put the school forward for an Excellence in Practice Award which we 
hope to hear about in the autumn.  It is great to be on the map!   
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News from Sir John Hunt Community Sports College 

Activities Week at Centre for Young Parents 
his year our Activities Week run from 30th June to 4th July.  During the week all our students were able to join in a range of 
different experiences that will encourage personal development but also allow them to have fun!  Year 11 students would have 
finished their exams and could opt in to as many as they wished.  All other students joined in everything!  The activities for this 
year included: 

 

• A trip to Woodlands which was also our Year 11 leavers’ event 

• A day out on the Barbican which included a creative activity at Clay Art, a 
chance to explore the area away from the main streets and go on a bargain boat 
trip. 

• Trips to Jump and Saltash 
swimming pool for both the girls and 
their babies so they could benefit from 
some physical activity and fun time 
together. 

• A Ready Steady Cook activity which encouraged student team work and a 
competitive element to see which team could prepare the best toddler meal from a 
carrier bag of ingredients. 

• Music Zone provided an opportunity to work in the Primary School to get 
creative musically and make their own CD that reflected their musical tastes. 

n Thursday 12th June Becky Currey, Chelsea Gray and Mary Jenkins 
competed against teams from 9 other schools in a challenge organised by 
City College Plymouth to cook the best 3 course meal. The meal had to use 
mackerel in the starter, chicken breast in the main course and cream in the 

dessert. The girls prepared a mackerel and pancetta salad with a saffron dressing, a 
three cheese and basil stuffed chicken breast with asparagus and sundried tomato 
mash, followed by a delicious strawberry tart.  They were praised for their excellent 
organisation and co-operation. I was very impressed with their calm and cheerful 
approach to the whole day. The judges, James and Chris Tanner had a difficult time 
coming to a decision as the standard of all the entries was very high. Sadly the 
students were not awarded a prize but had a wonderful day meeting new people, 
picking up new skills and cooking in a large catering kitchen. (Sue Philpot) 

s part of our Work Related Learning Programme at the College, an excited group of Year 7 students were taken to the Transat 
Race Village on Thursday 8th May by Mr Friend, assisted by Mr Gale and Mrs Young.  The aim of the day was to expand their 

knowledge about the different types of jobs that could be available in the marine sector. Activities for 
the day included a visit to the Tall Ship Earl of Pembroke, where students were surprised at how large 
the ship was and how many rope were used on board.  Next was a visit to the education marquee 
where they learned about the weather, how wind flows over sails and produces forward momentum.  
They saw what a life raft is like and what food the skippers eat.  Lastly they had a turn at racing on 
the grinders (big winches turned by hand) which was won by Kyle Hughes.    The National Marine 
Aquarium was the next stop where the students watched a 4D film about the life cycle of a turtle.  The 
fourth dimension was added by air being blasted into their faces and water being drizzled over them 
at the appropriate time.  Finally a visit to the University of Plymouth Dive Centre where they learned 
about the different courses on offer at the University which includes diving.  The different types of 
equipment was available for them to try on.  Old equipment was also on display.  A health and safety 
talk was given on the risks of diving.  The Police Divers, Coastguard, Air Sea Rescue Team and 
Marine Biologists were all giving information and a great day was had by everyone as the weather 
was warm and sunny and all were well behaved.  The National Marine Aquarium quoted “your 
students were the most enthusiastic we have seen all week.”  Quote from Grant Stevens, “it really 
made me understand what jobs I could do that were different from normal.  I really enjoyed the 
Aquarium.”  (Toby Friend) 

  

 

 



ello, my name is Tracey Maciver and I run Forest School in Plymouth.  Forest School is a Danish concept that relies on 
learning by experience.  The activities develop practical and intellectual skills which can all be linked to the National 
Curriculum and early learning goals of the foundation stage curriculum.  The children are set up for a successful experience 
building their self esteem, leading to greater self confidence.   I work with a wide range of schools and early years settings 

in and around the city as well as being involved in projects and research with Plymouth City Council and the university to explore 
the potential benefits of Forest Schools.  I am really pleased to have been made welcome on the new campus by both the staff and all 
the children I have come into contact with so far and it is wonderful to have a base.  You will probably have seen me around taking 
children to and from Whitleigh Woods on the ‘rope bus’.  I would like to develop environmental 
stewardship for the woods and school grounds with the schools and local community.  I work with a range 
of children and young people from 18 months to 18 years old as well as families and a range of 
organisations. I am a qualified early years’ practitioner with an early year degree, post graduate 
qualification and Forest School leadership training.  

If you would like to know more about what I do, have a look at the Forest School page on the Wood View 
website - www.woodviewplymouth.org.uk 

o now it is my turn!  My name is Debbie 
Barenskie.  I am the Personnel Committee Chair 
and like to feel that I am working in a supportive 
role for Wood View Community.  I work for the 

University of Plymouth in the Finance Department.  I also 
have a partnership business called Endeavour which offers 
counselling, training courses and life coaching.  Previously, 
I have worked for the College of Further Education as a 
counsellor and a tutor. 

I have been a governor for Woodlands, Stoke Damerel 
Community College and now Wood View Learning 
Community which now spans over 15 years of experience.  
I also helped on the PTA for Stoke Damerel Primary, 
Secondary and Woodlands.  I sat on the School Admissions 
board for Plymouth LA which gave me an insight into the 

school admissions policies.   I have been involved with the 
campus since the Strategic Partnership Board was created 
in 2002 and have seen a huge growth in the partnerships 
of the schools.  It is exciting as it is a flagship initiative for 
the government and the staff, parents and students all now 
have ownership of something unique. 

I am a Mum of 2 children. Michael is going to 
Southampton University in September and my other son 
Lewis, who is disabled, is at Saltash College in further 
education.  We have lived in Milehouse for 15 years.  I  
was born in Plymouth and brought up on the Hoe and 
would miss the sea if I ever had to move away.  My 
hobbies include writing short stories, creating porcelain 
dolls and reading. 

Debbie Barenskie - LA Governor 
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Jen White, Debbie Boughton, Carolyn Roberts, 
Claire Phillips and John Butcher welcome you to 

the first new part of the Campus. 


